Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 150 K; mean (C-C) = 0.007 Å; R factor = 0.054; wR factor = 0.132; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.8.
Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(C 5 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). [4-Bromo-N-(pyridin-2-ylmethylidene)aniline-2 N,N']bis (1,1,1,5,5,5-hexafluoropentane-2,4-di- (Chassot & Emmenegger, 1996; Emmenegger et al., 2001) . Of particular relevence to this paper is the use metal β-diketonates complexes in the preparation of crystal engineered networks (Braga et al., 2002) and while hydrogen bonded trans-isomers are well represented few compounds containing cis-isomers are described (Aäkeroy et al., 2004 (Aäkeroy et al., , 2005 (Aäkeroy et al., , 2007 . In this paper we describe the synthesis 
To a green solution of [Ni(hfac) 2 (H 2 O) 2 ] (0.128 g, 0.25 mmol) in CH 2 Cl 2 (10 ml) was added a solution of ppa Br (0.065 g, 0.25 mmol) in CH 2 Cl 2 (3 ml). The orange solution was stirred overnight then concentrated in vacuo. n-Hexane (10 ml) was added to precipitate a yellow brown solid which was washed with n-hexane (2 x 5 ml) and dried in vacuo yielding a deep 
Refinement
Hydrogen atoms were placed geometrically and refined with a riding model and with U iso constrained to be 1.2 (aromatic CH) times U eq of the carrier atom.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (1) showing the atom-labelling scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. [4-Bromo-N-(pyridin-2-ylmethylidene)aniline-κ 2 N,N']bis (1,1,1,5,5,5-hexafluoropentane-2,4- 
Crystal data Symmetry codes: (i) −x+1/2, −y+3/2, −z; (ii) −x+1/2, −y+1/2, −z; (iii) −x, y, −z+1/2.
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